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Hard Decisions for New Orleans

1t would be nice to believe that New Orleans
conldbemadewhole.uacﬂyasitwasbetoreﬂum—

'l'heclty‘srewldlnzcommmm an im-
pmantstepthisweekvhenitreeommdedthat
onlytheareasthatoouldmustermmwmpoptnu—
tion should be rebuilt. Not , that an-
mmcementdrewmelreo(residwtsofsomeneigh-
hahooawberegeneranonshavelivedonthesame
phtsoﬂand.wmlethatisanidealthashomdbe
prmcwdwhemerpoodble,itcannotdeﬁnethere-
building process.

nlelowest-lyin&hm-mtareas,likepartsof
NewOrleansEast.meLowerNimh\VardandLake-

Some of the blocks farthest be-
bwsealevelslwuldbetumedintoparkstoallow
better drainage, as ) by the Urban
Land Institute, a nonprofit research group — even
wmawiﬂbedmmlttosaymthereudemsof
those areas.

Even with a commitment from Washington to
bundopdmalprotecmnagnlnsttheﬂemeacmgo-
ryssorm—wmdlham’thappenedyet—me
work would take years to complete. Residents

surance checks for political or emotional reasons.

ltlsnotacoincidenoethatmanyotthosehard- ‘
hit, low-lying areas have had poor and predominant-
ly African-American residents. That injustice needs '
to be corrected, not recreated. Whether owners or
renters, the people from less-protected areas should
becompenntedsotheyhaveenw@moneytouve
somcwbereeuemtown.meanswerlsnotwthrust

back into harm’s way, especially when it'’s

unclear how much hurricane protection the city will
really have in the coming years.

Rosypredicuonsdonothelpmecny’s most vul-
nerable displaced residents. The city government
has to be straight with its constituents. For the fore-
seeable future, New Orleans will be a smaller city
with a smaller population and a smaller tax base. If
local leaders proffer unrealistic solutions, they will
onlystrengmentbehandofthoseopposedwareal
rebuilding commitment for New Orleans.

President Bush sounded out of touch as usual
this week when he called the still-ravaged city “a
heck of a place to bring your family.” Rather than
conjuring up memories of Michael Brown, the erst-
while head of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency, Mr. Bush could better spend his time in- |
creasing the pressure on Congress to act on some
version of Representative Richard Baker’s federal
buyout legislation. Lawmakers in Washington
should take up the bill.
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